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the southern part of the chain, so greatly superior to any-
thing which they had yet been fortunate enough to meet with,
that it prompted a strong desire to take one final look at the
Ural geology, and with his help among the Bashkir popula-
tion, they succeeded in once more crossing the chain in its
central part, and collated their work in the southern and
northern portions.

At last, however, they had unwillingly to turn their

The Gurmaya Hills, South Ural, approaching from the Steppes.
(Prom Russia in Europe, vol. i p. 450.)

backs finally upon those picturesque ridges and fertile
valleys of the Southern Ural, and to speed westwards
through the dreary monotonous country of the Steppes. In
geology there was nothing either very interesting or com-
plicated to detain them. They therefore hurried on through
the Kirghis Steppes to Sarepta, crossing once more the great
Volga, and tracing as they went some of the limits of. theave the whole case laid before him. This was done
